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walls he drew and painted a varied selection himself,
With the number engraved on his visiting card he was
domiciled. He began to give parties himself, delightful
evenings of music and song and clever fooling himself
the chief performer -capped oiF with a supper of a quality
which not only astonished his guests, hut drove him into
debt, and at the end of the month to lu's mother for a
supplement to the modest yielding of his salary. She
generally helped him out, but not: always, and thereby
hung his accumulating distress, It never occurred to him
to cut down expenses.

It was while he was at Mrs. Rand's that Hans von
Billow first came to Boston. The great pianist was at
the zenith of his career and his coming created a furore
for weeks before and after. He was the musical lion of
the period.

Von Bitlow's first concert was announced for Monday,
October 18, at Music Hall, the older music hall down the
blind alley off Trcmont Street. He was to introduce his
virtuosity to Boston by the performance of Beethoven's
Fifth Concerto for the pianoforte, in 1C flat, opus 73,

Mansfield was especially nervous at the prospect of
having to write a criticism of a master's performance of
a masterpiece. The day of the concert he discovered
that Von Billow had taken quarters under the same roof
with him, at Mrs, Rand's, He instantly made up his
mind what he should do and presented himself at the
great pianist's room,

"Herr von Billow," said Mansfield, "I'm a critic on
one of the daily papers here and it: will be my duty to
attend your concert to-night and write a criticism of your
performance, Of course it is too absurd for me, who
knows nothing about music, to criticise a master-per-rtains, and unable to buy pictures for the the wel-by an ingenious
